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ONLINE UPGRADING OF A DATABASE
ENVIRONMENT USING
TRANSPARENTLY-PATCHED SEED DATA
TABLES

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of priority to
U.S. Provisional patent application Ser. No. 61/707,823,
entitled “ONLINE PATCHING ORCHESTRATION”, filed
on Sep. 28,2012, and U.S. Provisional patent application Ser.
No. 61/707,827, entitled “CONFIGURATION CHANGE
DETECTION AND PROPAGATION”, filed on Sep. 28,
2012, and U.S. Provisional patent application Ser. No.
61/707,840, entitled “SYNCHRONIZING DOMAIN CON-
FIGURATION PARAMETERS”, filed on Sep. 28, 2012,
which are all hereby incorporated by reference in their entire-
ties; and the present application is related to U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/802,771, entitled “USING A DATA
DICTIONARY TO DETERMINE AN UPGRADE EDI-
TION OF A RELATIONAL DATABASE TABLE”, filed on
even date herewith, which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety; and the present application is related to
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/802,780,
entitled “TRANSPARENTLY UPGRADING DERIVED
DATABASE OBJECTS?”, filed on even date herewith, which
is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety; and the
present application is related to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/802,785, entitled “USING CONFIDENCE VALUES
FOR SYNCHRONIZING FILE SYSTEMS?”, filed on even
date herewith, which is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety; and the present application is related to co-pend-
ing U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/802,791, entitled
“REDUCING DOWNTIME DURING UPGRADES OF
INTERRELATED COMPONENTS IN A DATABASE SYS-
TEM?”, filed on even date herewith, which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety; and the present application
is related to co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/802,794, entitled “SYNCHRONIZATION OF CON-
FIGURATION CHANGES BETWEEN APPLICATIONS
AND THEIR PLATFORMS?”, filed on even date herewith,
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con-
tains material which is subject to copyright protection. The
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc-
tion by anyone of the patent document or the patent disclo-
sure, as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office patent
file or records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights
whatsoever.

FIELD

The disclosure relates to the field of managing upgrades of
database systems and more particularly to techniques for
online upgrading of a database environment using transpar-
ently-patched seed data tables.

BACKGROUND

Some embodiments of the present disclosure are directed
to an improved approach for implementing online upgrading
of a database environment using transparently-patched seed
data tables used by software applications running in the data-
base environment.
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2

During an upgrade of a computing environment, such as a
computing environment having a relational database engine,
it frequently occurs that both application code and application
load data (e.g., initialization data, default data, forms, menus,
etc.) need to be upgraded (e.g., up-revisioned). Legacy tech-
niques often require that the application code and all appli-
cation initialization data are upgraded at the same time. How-
ever that technique becomes impractical in modern systems at
least in the aspect that modern systems may have hundreds of
applications running, at least some of which are critical to the
mission served by the computing environment, and should
not be taken offline for long periods of time.

Other legacy techniques have partially addressed the fore-
going problem by updating the application initialization data
and restarting the application later at some convenient
moment. Yet, this technique does not address the situation
where both the application code and application load data
need to be up-revisioned concurrently (e.g., to be sure that the
code and data are synchronized to the same version).

Yet another legacy technique forces a coding standard onto
application developers so the application would be aware of
the occurrence of, and nature of, an up-revision of the appli-
cation load data, however this techniques is both error prone
and not scalable.

What are needed are techniques to transparently perform
an upgrade of a computing environment that includes an
upgrade of both application code and application load data.
Further, what are needed are techniques to transparently per-
form an upgrade of a computing environment that eliminates
the need for application programmers to write application
code to manage upgrades.

Moreover, none of the aforementioned technologies have
the capabilities to perform online upgrading of a database
environment using transparently-patched seed data tables.
Therefore, there is a need for an improved approach.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides an improved method, sys-
tem, and computer program product suited to address the
aforementioned issues with legacy approaches. More specifi-
cally, the present disclosure provides a detailed description of
techniques used in methods, systems, and computer program
products for online upgrading of a database environment
using transparently-patched seed data tables.

A method, system, and computer program product for
managing upgrades of database systems using a transpar-
ently-patched seed data table. The method commences on a
running system by copying (while software applications are
running) portions of data comprising a seed data table to
database table rows that are temporarily inaccessible by the
software applications. The copy operation creates new rows
(a seed data table copy) in a database table. The method
continues while software applications are running by modi-
fying the seed data table copy (e.g., by applying a patch). For
a brief time, the method stops the software applications, then
changes the database table rows that were temporarily inac-
cessible by the software applications to become accessible by
the software applications and restarts the software application
to point to the patched seed data table copy. The patch can add
or change a column of the seed data table copy or its schema.

Further details of aspects, objectives, and advantages of the
disclosure are described below in the detailed description,
drawings, and claims. Both the foregoing general description
of the background and the following detailed description are
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exemplary and explanatory, and are not intended to be limit-
ing as to the scope of the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts an example practice of online upgrading of
a database environment using transparently-patched seed
data tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 2 depicts an online patching cycle for online upgrad-
ing of a database environment using transparently-patched
seed data tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 3A depicts a run edition table for online upgrading of
a database environment using transparently-patched seed
data tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 3B depicts a seed data table copy including a private
copy of a run edition table for online upgrading of a database
environment using transparently-patched seed data tables,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 3Cdepicts a patch edition table including a patched-in
column for online upgrading of a database environment using
transparently-patched seed data tables, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 3D depicts a cleaned-up patch edition table for online
upgrading of a database environment using transparently-
patched seed data tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a schematic showing on-demand construction of
editioned seed data for online upgrading of a database envi-
ronment using transparently-patched seed data tables,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5A is a sequence frame showing a running application
in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of a database
environment using transparently-patched seed data tables,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5B is a sequence frame showing a disconnect opera-
tion in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of a database
environment using transparently-patched seed data tables,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5C is a sequence frame showing a file system swap
operation in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of a
database environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5D is a sequence frame showing a patch edition pro-
motion operation in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading
of a database environment using transparently-patched seed
data tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5E is a sequence frame showing a reconnection opera-
tion in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of a database
environment using transparently-patched seed data tables,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example flow for online
upgrading of a database environment using transparently-
patched seed data tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 7 shows a sub-system for online upgrading of a data-
base environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 8 shows a sub-system for online upgrading of a data-
base environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 9 depicts ablock diagram of an instance of a computer
system suitable for implementing an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Some embodiments of the present disclosure are directed
to an improved approach for implementing online upgrading
of a database environment using transparently-patched seed
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data tables. More particularly, disclosed herein are exemplary
environments, methods, and systems for online upgrading of
a database environment using transparently-patched seed
data tables.

Overview

Described herein-below and in the accompanying figures
are scalable methods and apparatus for implementing online
upgrading of a database environment using transparently-
patched seed data tables.

System downtime or other outage due to upgrading is a
major concern in the design of enterprise-wide infrastructure
and mission-critical systems. System downtime is especially
serious for installations that are configured as a centralized
installation, in turn serving many distributed installations.
System outages can impact all operations, and system outages
often incur great cost or risk when the system outage inter-
feres with customer-related interactions (e.g., sales, service,
payments, etc.) or other core activity (e.g., incoming inspec-
tion, manufacturing, etc.). The herein-disclosed techniques
for upgrades of an installation-wide infrastructure (e.g.,
including patches or upgrades of software, applications and/
or software application services) facilitate the trend to
deploying fewer enterprise-wide sites and fewer installations
of'mission-critical systems without adversely impacting busi-
ness activities that rely on nearly non-stop uptime of their
corresponding computing systems.

The upgrade techniques disclosed herein includes a set of
features known as “seed data editioning”. Seed data edition-
ing enables application patches to be applied with dramati-
cally reduced downtime by executing database patch actions
on a copy (e.g., a “patch edition”) of the runtime system.
While an online patch is executing (e.g., patching the appli-
cation code and patching the application seed data), the pro-
duction application remains available and fully functional.
Moreover, use of the herein-disclosed techniques serve to
transparently perform an upgrade of a computing environ-
ment that includes an upgrade of both application code and
application seed data, and without the need for application
programmers to write application code to manage upgrades.

DEFINITIONS

Some of the terms used in this description are defined
below for easy reference. The presented terms and their
respective definitions are not rigidly restricted to these defi-
nitions—a term may be further defined by the term’s use
within this disclosure.

The term “application code” means computer code that is
read into a processor instruction word register after
being pointed to by the processor’s program counter
register. Examples include object code.

The term “application seed data” or “application load data”
means data that is not read into a processor instruction
word register, but nevertheless affects the behavior of the
application. Examples include menu definitions, forms,
text of displayed materials, etc.

The term “logic” means any combination of software or
hardware that is used to implement all or part of the
embodiments of the present disclosure.

A “module” includes any mix of any portions of computer
memory and any extent of circuitry including hardwired
logic or circuitry embodied as a processor.

The term “exemplary” is used herein to mean serving as an
example, instance, or illustration. Any aspect or design
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be
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construed as preferred or advantageous over other
aspects or designs. Rather, use of the word exemplary is
intended to present concepts in a concrete fashion.

As used in this application and the appended claims, the
term “or” is intended to mean an inclusive “or” rather
than an exclusive “or”. That is, unless specified other-
wise, or is clear from the context, “X employs A or B” is
intended to mean any of the natural inclusive permuta-
tions. That is, if X employs A, X employs B, or X
employs both A and B, then “X employs A or B” is
satisfied under any of the foregoing instances.

The articles “a” and “an” as used in this application and the
appended claims should generally be construed to mean
“one or more” unless specified otherwise or is clear from
the context to be directed to a singular form.

Reference is now made in detail to certain embodiments.

The disclosed embodiments are not intended to be limiting of
the claims.

Descriptions of Exemplary Embodiments

FIG. 1 depicts an example practice 100 of online upgrading
of a database environment using transparently-patched seed
data tables. As an option, the present practice 100 may be
implemented in the context of the architecture and function-
ality of the embodiments described herein. Also, the practice
100 or any aspect therein may be implemented in any desired
environment.

The depiction of the practice 100 introduces several con-
cepts as shown and described herein. As shown, the installa-
tion comprises a database engine 101 which in turn comprises
computing nodes (e.g., node 102, node 102,, node 102;,
node 102,, node 102,, etc.) any of which computing nodes
can communicate with any other of the computing nodes. A
software application (e.g., software application 119, running
application 104) executes on a computing node and accesses
stored data (e.g., business data 108, one or more instances of
a file system (e.g., file system 110, file system 110, etc.). A
software application can also access stored data in various
application-specific embodiments (e.g., application metadata
112, application code modules 116, and application schema
118).

“Seed Data”

The shown application code module 116 serves to store one
or more copies of one or more software applications, while
the application metadata (e.g., application metadata 112,,
application metadata 112,) serves to store data in an area that
is specific to the application. The application metadata 112
can comprise application-specific data in the form of seed
data 114, which can be used by the application to initialize
data structures (e.g., screens, forms, menus, etc.) used by a
running application. The application metadata 112 comprises
application seed data (e.g., seed data 114,, seed data 114,
etc.), as shown. Application seed data may be embodied in
many forms. For example, in the form of menu item descrip-
tions, printable forms, help text in any language or help tool-
tips in any language, or any other sort of rows of data or tables.
As described in detail herein, application seed data (e.g., seed
data 114,, seed data 114,, etc.) can be embodied within a
relational database, more specifically, in the form of an edi-
tioned data storage enabled table (see FIG. 3A through FIG.
3D).

The editioning concept (further described hereunder) oper-
ates such that a particular collection of interrelated compo-
nents in a database system (e.g., application metadata 112,
application code modules 116, application schema 118, busi-
ness data 108, one or more instances of a file system 110, etc.)
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can be amalgamated into an “edition” (e.g., an initial run
edition 106), which edition can them be subjected to trans-
formations (e.g., data copies, data references, data conver-
sions, etc.) into one or more other editions (e.g., patch edition
120), as shown.

In order to facilitate for minimizing downtime during
upgrades of interrelated components in a database system, the
collection of interrelated components are handled using the
techniques disclosed herein. Strictly as an introductory
example, an instance of a running application can access an
initial run edition or a later designated run edition. Patching
tools can access a patch edition, and/or an initial run edition
and/or a later designated run edition. Various techniques for
managing the timing and type of access and/or the timing and
type of temporary inaccessibility are provided for by the
loaders (e.g., loader 129, loader 129,), and by use of syn-
onyms 124. Specifically, the loader 129,, can access the
application code module 116 from the initial run edition 106,
and can obtain exclusive access via a semaphore or lock 134.
Then, having exclusive access, the loader 129,, can apply any
one or more patches to the application code, possibly into the
application code module 116 from the patch edition 120. As
an exemplary loading/locking scenario, an exclusive lock is
acquired the first time a loader accesses a seed data table. The
acquired lock can be used to ensure that only one instance of
aloader (e.g., a loader for a particular table) assumes respon-
sibility for making the initial copy of the data. Once the initial
copy is made, any number of loaders can run in parallel
against the table. In yet another scenario, any number of
loaders (e.g., different instances of loader 129,) or a compo-
nent of the loader 129, can obtain exclusive access via a
semaphore or lock 134. Then, having exclusive access, the
loader 129,, can apply any modifications to the application
metadata after making a complete editioned copy of seed data
(e.g., see seed data 114, inthe initial run edition 106) to create
a separate copy (e.g., see seed data 114, within the patch
edition 120). In exemplary cases, the seed data is embodied as
one or more relational database tables, and can be “re-striped”
during processing within the loader such that any row in the
separate copy (seed data 114,) can be accessed using a
WHERE clause in order to retrieve the original row data, or
the editioned (and possibly patched) copy. In some systems, a
technique for editioning is facilitated by automatically
including a WHERE clause in any query statement that
accesses any seed data table. The WHERE clause can be
automatically determined on the basis of which edition the
user refers to when establishing a database connection, and all
or portions of this technique can be used for myriad objects
including seed data tables.

Further details regarding a general approach to object edi-
tioning are described in U.S. Publication No. 2008-0098046
A1, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

As can be recognized by those skilled in the art, a first
instance of a running application can access and make
changes to an initial run edition, and such changes can be
detected and propagated to a patch edition using a cross-
edition trigger agent 122. Thus, the second instance of the
running application can access the changes that had been
propagated to the patch edition.

The various techniques for copying, referencing, trans-
forming and otherwise managing the location (e.g., physical
copy, virtual copy, etc.) of data as well as techniques for
managing the timing and type of access observed by the
running application are discussed in detail infra.
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Embodiments and Components in an Installation

A running installation of an suite of enterprise software
applications comprises a vast and complex system made up of
many individual parts that are broadly separated into a tax-
onomy as follows:

A platform (e.g., storage hardware and software, servers,
network components, OS, database hardware and soft-
ware, middleware hardware and software, system man-
agement hardware and software, etc.), and

One or more software applications (e.g., application code
modules, application schema, code, application meta-
data, etc.)

Components within an installation can be further described

as comprising:

Application Schema—Application schema codifies a rela-
tional data model for accessing items stored in the data-
base engine 101 (e.g., tables, relationships, indexes,
etc.). An instance of application schema defines the
structure of the data being managed (e.g., it is not the
data itself). The application schema is often managed
while observing a two-layer approach comprising physi-
cal schema and logical schema:

The physical schema describes how information is actu-
ally stored in database tables.

The logical schema is a view of the relevant parts of the
physical schema, which logical schema is presented
to the application code modules.

Application Code Modules—These modules comprise
application code (e.g., executable logic) that control (in
part) how the application operates. Instances of applica-
tion code modules run on the database, middle-tier
application servers, and in client devices. Application
code modules can be written in a variety of program-
ming and/or scripting languages.

Application Metadata—This is data that participates in
controlling how the application operates (e.g., initial
look-and-feel, user customizations, etc.). This data can
be stored in files on the files system, and/or in tables in a
database. As earlier indicated metadata that is loaded
into database tables is one form of seed data. In some
cases, metadata can be altered during application runt-
ime (see the online patching cycle of FIG. 2). Users and
developers often edit application metadata to tailor func-
tionality to their particular user-specific requirements.

Business Data—This often refers to customer-owned
transaction data or reference data that is stored in accor-
dance with the application schema. Uses of patches as
herein-described can modify how business data is stored
(e.g., corresponding to an instance of an application
schema), however the patching embodiments herein do
not explicitly create or explicitly delete customer busi-
ness data.

The techniques described herein provide for online patch-
ing of applications (and respective application data) as well as
for the online patching and online transformation of business
data (e.g., transformation to an updated application schema).
Application Editions

A collection of schema, code and metadata definitions
comprise an application definition 140. Components of the
application definition may need to change over time, and the
techniques herein prescribe how each part of the application
definition are to be versioned and patched independently.
Therefore, an application definition in a particular installation
is known by a compound “version ID”” comprised of the union
of'a version of all of its constituent parts. An installed collec-
tion of versioned part definitions is referred to as an applica-
tion edition. In exemplary cases, an application definition is
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stored both on the file system and in the database. Further it is
typical to store multiple application editions within one
installation, and in such cases both the file system and data-
base are used to hold a run edition version and a patch edition
version of the application definition.
File System Editions
A file system edition is a set of the files that make up an
application definition. The files may be organized into a hier-
archical directory tree with aroot directory. In some cases, the
root directory path for an installation is stored in an operating
system environment variable. It is possible to store multiple
root directory trees in the same file system, and an operating
system environment variable can point to any one of the
multiple directory trees in that same file system.
In the context of the installation depicted and described in
FIG. 1, and following the purpose and definition of an edition
and an edition’s constituent components, a cycle can be fol-
lowed so as to upgrade constituent components (e.g., includ-
ing application seed data) in a database system while maxi-
mizing the availability of the installation’s functionality.
FIG. 2 depicts an online patching cycle 200 for online
upgrading of a database environment using transparently-
patched seed data tables. As an option, the present online
patching cycle 200 may be implemented in the context of the
architecture and functionality of the embodiments described
herein. Also, the online patching cycle 200 or any aspect
therein may be implemented in any desired environment.
To apply an online patch to an active/online installation, the
installation is promoted through a series of sequential phases,
which series is known as an online patching cycle. The shown
online patching cycle 202 is given as:
PREPARE a patch edition (see online patch cycle prepare
step 206).

APPLY a patch or patches to a patch edition (see online
patch cycle apply step 208).

FINALIZE to get the system ready for cutover (see online
patch cycle finalize step 210).

CUTOVER to patch edition (see online patch cycle cutover
step 212).
Shutdown software applications and application ser-

vices.

Set the patch edition as the new run edition.
Startup software applications and application services.

CLEANUP old objects or editions (see online patch cycle

cleanup step 214).

As described in the above cycle, creating and patching
relies on many specialized techniques to maintain a run edi-
tion (e.g., initial run edition 106) and a patch edition (e.g.,
patch edition 120) in the presence of continuously changing
customer data in database tables (e.g., in the business data
108). The concept and implementation of the foregoing
online patching cycle creates patch edition copies of applica-
tion code modules, seed data, and other data in order to
continuously apply patch transformations to runtime data that
changes while the patch is executing.

The users can be all online users during the normal opera-
tion (e.g., during the running period 226), then for the brief
period of the cutover (e.g., during the cutover period 228) the
users are offline, to return online (e.g., in cleanup period 230)
shortly after conclusion of the cutover period 228.

One embodiment supports full installation of online patch-
ing. Some installations comprise many products (e.g., hun-
dreds of software application configurations, and many tens
of thousands of tables). In such a case it is convenient to
deploy every installation to contain all products (though only
some may be licensed for a particular installation) and then to
patch all products that are included in every installation. In
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this manner, all products can be periodically updated to stay
current with the recommended code levels.

Implementing the above cycle to manage editionable com-
ponents (include seed data) serves to minimize downtime
during upgrades.

FIG. 3 A depicts arun edition table 3A00 for online upgrad-
ing of a database environment using transparently-patched
seed data tables. As an option, the present run edition table
3A00 may be implemented in the context of the architecture
and functionality of the embodiments described herein. Also,
the run edition table 3A00 or any aspect therein may be
implemented in any desired environment.

As shown, run edition table 3A00 comprises two columns
of'data (e.g., see “Col1” and “Col2”) to which is added a third
“striping” column that holds an edition identifier (e.g., “Edi-
tionl”, or “Edition2”), as shown.

FIG. 3B depicts a seed data table copy 3B00 including a
private copy of a run edition table for online upgrading of a
database environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables. As an option, the present seed data table copy 3B00
may be implemented in the context of the architecture and
functionality of the embodiments described herein. Also, the
seed data table copy 3B00 or any aspect therein may be
implemented in any desired environment.

The seed data table copy 3B00 comprises a copy of the run
edition of the seed data which is striped (see leftmost column)
to refer to “Edition1”, and also comprises a further copy of the
seed data which is also striped, this time to refer to “Edi-
tion2”.

FIG. 3C depicts a patch edition table 3C00 including a
patched-in column for online upgrading of a database envi-
ronment using transparently-patched seed data tables. As an
option, the present patch edition table 3C00 may be imple-
mented in the context of the architecture and functionality of
the embodiments described herein. Also, the patch edition
table 3C00 or any aspect therein may be implemented in any
desired environment.

The patch edition table 3C00 comprises all of the charac-
teristics of the seed data table copy 3B00, and further com-
prises a patched column 3C04. In this manner, using the
patched column, any application running in the initial run
edition can access the seed data table and be unaware of the
patching operation that adds the patching column. Further-
more, any instances ofa patched version of an application can
access the patch edition table 3C00 and is able to access the
added patched column to create a patched seed data table
copy.

In exemplary embodiments, the patch edition table 3C00 is
formed as a result of modifying a seed data table copy by
applying at least one patch to the seed data table copy to create
a patched seed data table copy 3C02. Applying a patch to the
seed data table copy to create a patched seed data table copy
might comprise an addition of a column to the seed data table
copy (e.g., see patched seed data table copy 3C02), or a
change of the data type of a column in the seed data table
copy, or a modification of a schema of the seed data table
copy, or another modification to the seed data table copy.

FIG. 3D depicts a cleaned-up patch edition table 3D00 for
online upgrading of a database environment using transpar-
ently-patched seed data tables. As an option, the present
cleaned-up patch edition table 3D00 may be implemented in
the context of the architecture and functionality of the
embodiments described herein. Also, the cleaned-up patch
edition table 3D00 or any aspect therein may be implemented
in any desired environment.

The shown cleaned-up patch edition table 3D00 indicates a
possible state of the seed data during the cleanup period 230.
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A later state of the seed data just during the cleanup period
230 might collapse the empty rows.

FIG. 41is a schematic 400 showing on-demand construction
of editioned seed data for online upgrading of a database
environment using transparently-patched seed data tables. As
an option, the present schematic 400 may be implemented in
the context of the architecture and functionality of the
embodiments described herein. Also, the schematic 400 or
any aspect therein may be implemented in any desired envi-
ronment.

As shown the seed data can comprise a plurality of tables
(e.g., Table A (402, 402,), Table B (404,, 404,), Table C
(406,,406,), Table D (408,, 408,), Table E (410,, 410,)), and
any one or more of the tables found in the initial run edition
106 (bottom portion of FIG. 4) can be copied to the patch
edition 120 (see copy operation 430,, and copy operation
430,), or any one or more of the tables found in the initial run
edition 106 can be referenced (and not physically copied)
from the patch edition (see reference operation 440, refer-
ence operation 440,, reference operation 440;).

In an exemplary implementation, a table is configured to be
attached to a policy. Such a configuration facilitates the
appropriate WHERE clause as earlier discussed. Initially a
policy in the patch and run editions are the same. This indi-
cates that the seed data has not been yet been configured and
is therefore referencing the run edition rows.

TABLE 1
Run Edition Table With A First Edition Name Indication
Edition Name Column
El A
El B
El C

At some point, a patch edition is created; and at that
moment in time, the policy for the run edition is the same as
the policy for the patch edition. When a seed table is gener-
ated in preparation for defining a patch edition, a process
copies the rows, indicates an edition name for the copied
rows, and updates the policy.

TABLE 1

Run Edition Table With A First Edition and Second Edition Name

Edition Name Column

OwW» OwWp

The policy can be updated as follows:
Queries accessing the run edition has a policy of:
WHERE EDITION_NAME=FEI
Queries accessing the patch edition has a policy of:
WHERE EDITION_NAME=E2
FIG. 5A is a sequence frame 5A00 showing a running
application in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of a
database environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables. As an option, the present sequence frame 5A00 may be
implemented in the context of the architecture and function-
ality of the embodiments described herein. Also, the sequence
frame 5A00 or any aspect therein may be implemented in any
desired environment.
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The sequence frame 5SA00 shows running applications 104
in a multi-tier regime where users 505 connect to a run file
system (e.g., the file system 110,) and connect to a database
(e.g., within initial run edition 106) via a middle tier connec-
tivity 515. The database may comprise an initial run edition
106, a patch edition 120, and any number of old editions 502.

The connectivity and user’s connections using said con-
nectivity can persist through the running period 226 even
during the time that various operations involved in the prepare
step 206, the apply step 208, and the finalize step 210 may be
performed.

FIG. 5B is a sequence frame 5B00 showing a disconnect
operation in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of a
database environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables. As an option, the present sequence frame 5B00 may be
implemented in the context of the architecture and function-
ality of the embodiments described herein. Also, the sequence
frame 5B00 or any aspect therein may be implemented in any
desired environment.

The sequence frame 5B00 shows one embodiment of an
orderly shutdown of running applications 104 in a multi-tier
regime. In some instances, users 505 are advised to discon-
nect from the middle tier connectivity 515, and new connec-
tions are disallowed. Regardless of the lack of connections to
the middle tier, various operations can persist through the
running period 226 right up to the cutover period 228. During
the running period 226 and through the cutover period 228 the
database is not shutdown, and the file systems remain in
existence and accessible. It is during this period that certain of
the editioning operations can occur, including copy opera-
tions on seed data (e.g., see copy operation 430,, and copy
operation 430,), or including referencing operations on any
one or more of the tables found in the initial run edition 106
(see reference operation 440, , reference operation 440,, ref-
erence operation 440;).

At some moment during the running period, activity within
the running applications and application services is quiesced
in readiness for further online patch cycle operations (e.g.,
swap of editions, swap of file systems, and a restart of any
patched applications and any patched application services).

FIG. 5C is a sequence frame 5C00 showing a file system
swap operation in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of
a database environment using transparently-patched seed
data tables. As an option, the present sequence frame SC00
may be implemented in the context of the architecture and
functionality of the embodiments described herein. Also, the
sequence frame 5C00 or any aspect therein may be imple-
mented in any desired environment.

As indicated in the discussion of FIG. 5B, at some moment
during the running period, activity within the running appli-
cations is quiesced in readiness for further online patch cycle
operations. One such operation serves to swap file systems
110, such that the former patched version of the file system
becomes the current run file system.

FIG. 5D is a sequence frame 5D00 showing a patch edition
promotion operation in a multi-tier regime for online upgrad-
ing of a database environment using transparently-patched
seed data tables. As an option, the present sequence frame
5D00 may be implemented in the context of the architecture
and functionality of the embodiments described herein. Also,
the sequence frame 5D00 or any aspect therein may be imple-
mented in any desired environment.

Again, as indicated in the discussion of FIG. 5B, at some
moment during the running period, activity within the run-
ning applications is quiesced in readiness for further online
patch cycle operations. One such operation serves to database
editions such that the former patch edition becomes the cur-
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rent run edition (110,). In accordance with the descriptions
above, the seed data had been copied or referenced, and
re-striped (see FIG. 3A through FIG. 3D) in preparation for
the cutover and cleanup periods, which periods are further
detailed in the discussion of FIG. SE.

FIG. 5E is a sequence frame 5E00 showing a reconnection
operation in a multi-tier regime for online upgrading of a
database environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables. As an option, the present sequence frame 5E00 may be
implemented in the context of the architecture and function-
ality of the embodiments described herein. Also, the sequence
frame 5E00 or any aspect therein may be implemented in any
desired environment.

The depiction of sequence frame 5E00 shows the state of
the database environment at a point in time during the cutover
period. The middle tier now refers to the patched file system
(see FS-2110,), and refers to the promoted, patched database
edition (see v07) which are now prepared to become the
online version to be accessed by any patched applications and
any patched application services, and are now prepared to
become the online version to be accessed by users 505.

FIG. 6is a diagram showing an example flow 600 for online
upgrading of a database environment using transparently-
patched seed data tables. As an option, the present example
flow 600 may be implemented in the context of the architec-
ture and functionality of the embodiments described herein.
Also, the example flow 600 or any aspect therein may be
implemented in any desired environment.

The example flow 600 includes a possible series of steps,
including some optional steps to be taken for online upgrad-
ing of a database environment using transparently-patched
seed data tables. The example includes a description of on-
demand construction of editioned seed data (refer again to
FIG. 4). The example flow 600 proceeds as follows:

Identify a running application to be patched (see operation
610).

Apply a patch to the application code base (e.g., code base
in an application code module 116) corresponding to the
running application to be patched to create a patched
edition of the application (see operation 615). Note that
in exemplary environments, the operation to apply a
patch to the application code base does not aftect the
corresponding running application; rather the corre-
sponding running application might be stored in an oper-
ating system partition, possibly in a pagefile.

Execute the patched edition of the application (see opera-
tion 620). When the patched edition of the application
executes, it may demand seed data, and the demanded
seed data is copied or referenced (see steps below, and
again see FIG. 4) so the patched application receives the
demanded seed data whether or not the demanded seed
data had been patched intentionally or had intentionally
been not patched. Accordingly, the example flow 600
serves to identify an access demand by the patched edi-
tion of the application to access at least a portion of
application seed data table being used by the running
application to be patched (see operation 625).

Make a copy of the original seed data table being used by
the running application to be patched (see operation
630). It can also occur that the seed data table to reflect
the patched edition (e.g., the copy of operation 630) may
not be the subject of any modifications by a patch. Fur-
ther it is possible that the seed data table to reflect the
patched edition may be updated through the functioning
of any one or more cross-edition trigger agents 122, even
though not explicitly subjected to modifications by a
patch. For example, if the running applications performs
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inserts, or updates, or deletes to the seed data after the
copy has been made then the changes is replayed into the
patched copy. Such mechanisms include the aforemen-
tioned cross-edition triggers and cross-edition trigger
agents 122.

At some point in time, it is appropriate to move through the
online patching cycle 202 to enter the cutover period
228. Thus, at some moment in the running period 226, or
after entry to the cutover period 228, the system will stop
the running application (see operation 640).

Having stopped the running applications, the system will
retire the run edition and promote the patched edition the
new run edition (see operation 645). In many cases seed
data may not have been patched, and/or any of the appli-
cation that access a particular seed data table may not
have been patched.

Start the patched editions of the applications, and any
patched editions of the application services (see opera-
tion 650).

In the situation that the online patching cycle 202 is indeed
planned to operate as a cycle (and to return to the first
step after completing the last step), it is appropriate to
clean up obsoleted objects. Thus in the context of
upgrading a database environment using transparently-
patched seed data tables, it is appropriate to delete the
original rows of seed data (see operation 655).

Additional Embodiments of the Disclosure

FIG. 7 shows a sub-system for online upgrading of a data-
base environment using transparently-patched seed data
tables. As an option, the present system 700 may be imple-
mented in the context of the architecture and functionality of
the embodiments described herein. Of course, however, the
system 700 or any operation therein may be carried out in any
desired environment. As shown, system 700 comprises at
least one processor and at least one memory, the memory
serving to store program instructions corresponding to the
operations of the system. As shown, an operation can be
implemented in whole or in part using program instructions
accessible by a module. The modules are connected to a
communication path 705, and any operation can communi-
cate with other operations over communication path 705. The
modules of the system can, individually or in combination,
perform method operations within system 700. Any opera-
tions performed within system 700 may be performed in any
order unless as may be specified in the claims. The embodi-
ment of FIG. 7 implements a portion of a computer system,
shown as system 700, comprising a computer processor to
execute a set of program code instructions (see module 710)
and modules for accessing memory to hold program code
instructions to perform: copying the data comprising a seed
data table to a database area temporarily inaccessible by the
software application, the copying to create a seed data table
copy (see module 720); moditying the seed data table copy by
applying at least one patch, the modifying to create a patched
seed data table copy (see module 730); signaling to the soft-
ware application to stop (see module 740); waiting for the
software application to become stopped, then changing the
database area temporarily inaccessible by the software appli-
cation to become accessible by the software application (see
module 750); and restarting the software application to point
to the patched seed data table copy (see module 760).

FIG. 8 depicts a block diagram of a system to perform
certain functions of a computer system. As an option, the
present system 800 may be implemented in the context of the
architecture and functionality of the embodiments described
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herein. Of course, however, the system 800 or any operation
therein may be carried out in any desired environment. As
shown, system 800 comprises at least one processor and at
least one memory, the memory serving to store program
instructions corresponding to the operations ofthe system. As
shown, an operation can be implemented in whole or in part
using program instructions accessible by a module. The mod-
ules are connected to a communication path 805, and any
operation can communicate with other operations over com-
munication path 805. The modules of the system can, indi-
vidually or in combination, perform method operations
within system 800. Any operations performed within system
800 may be performed in any order unless as may be specified
in the claims. The embodiment of FIG. 8 implements a por-
tion of a computer system, shown as system 800, comprising
a computer processor to execute a set of program code
instructions (see module 810) and modules for accessing
memory to hold program code instructions to perform: copy-
ing, while the software application is running, data compris-
ing a seed data table to database table rows temporarily inac-
cessible by the software application, the copying to create a
seed data table copy (see module 820); modifying the schema
of'the seed data table copy by applying at least one patch, the
modifying to create a patched seed data table copy (see mod-
ule 830); stopping the software application, then changing the
database table rows temporarily inaccessible by the software
application to become accessible by the software application
(see module 840); and restarting the software application to
point to the patched seed data table copy (see module 850).
System Architecture Overview

FIG. 9 depicts ablock diagram of an instance of a computer
system 900 suitable for implementing an embodiment of the
present disclosure. Computer system 900 includes a bus 906
or other communication mechanism for communicating
information, which interconnects subsystems and devices,
such as a processor 907, a system memory 908 (e.g., RAM),
a static storage device (e.g., ROM 909), a disk drive 910 (e.g.,
magnetic or optical), a data interface 933, a communication
interface 914 (e.g., modem or Ethernet card), a display 911
(e.g., CRT or LCD), input devices 912 (e.g., keyboard, cursor
control), and an external data repository 931.

According to one embodiment of the disclosure, computer
system 900 performs specific operations by processor 907
executing one or more sequences of one or more instructions
contained in system memory 908. Such instructions may be
read into system memory 908 from another computer read-
able/usable medium, such as a static storage device or a disk
drive 910. In alternative embodiments, hard-wired circuitry
may be used in place of or in combination with software
instructions to implement the disclosure. Thus, embodiments
of the disclosure are not limited to any specific combination
of hardware circuitry and/or software. In one embodiment,
the term “logic” shall mean any combination of software or
hardware that is used to implement all or part of the disclo-
sure.

The term “computer readable medium” or “computer
usable medium” as used herein refers to any medium that
participates in providing instructions to processor 907 for
execution. Such a medium may take many forms, including
but not limited to, non-volatile media and volatile media.
Non-volatile media includes, for example, optical or mag-
netic disks, such as disk drive 910. Volatile media includes
dynamic memory, such as system memory 908.

Common forms of computer readable media includes, for
example, floppy disk, flexible disk, hard disk, magnetic tape,
orany other magnetic medium; CD-ROM or any other optical
medium; punch cards, paper tape, or any other physical
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medium with patterns of holes; RAM, PROM, EPROM,
FLASH-EPROM, or any other memory chip or cartridge, or
any other non-transitory medium from which a computer can
read data.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, execution of the
sequences of instructions to practice the disclosure is per-
formed by a single instance of the computer system 900.
According to certain embodiments of the disclosure, two or
more computer systems 900 coupled by a communications
link 915 (e.g., LAN, PTSN, or wireless network) may per-
form the sequence of instructions required to practice the
disclosure in coordination with one another.

Computer system 900 may transmit and receive messages,
data, and instructions, including programs (e.g., application
code), through communications link 915 and communication
interface 914. Received program code may be executed by
processor 907 as it is received, and/or stored in disk drive 910
or other non-volatile storage for later execution. Computer
system 900 may communicate through a data interface 933 to
a database 932 on an external data repository 931. A module
as used herein can be implemented using any mix of any
portions of the system memory 908, and any extent of hard-
wired circuitry including hard-wired circuitry embodied as a
processor 907.

In the foregoing specification, the disclosure has been
described with reference to specific embodiments thereof. It
will, however, be evident that various modifications and
changes may be made thereto without departing from the
broader spirit and scope of the disclosure. For example, the
above-described process flows are described with reference
to a particular ordering of process actions. However, the
ordering of many of the described process actions may be
changed without affecting the scope or operation of the dis-
closure. The specification and drawings are, accordingly, to
be regarded in an illustrative sense rather than restrictive
sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer implemented method for online upgrading
of a software application in a database environment using
transparently-patched seed data, the transparently-patched
seed data including initial data accessed by the software
application that is upgraded to correspond to an upgrade to the
software application, the method comprising:

creating a copy of seed data by copying, while the software

application is running, the seed data in database table
rows from a data table to new database table rows in the
data table that are temporarily inaccessible by the soft-
ware application;

applying at least one patch to modify the copy of the seed

data in the data table;

stopping the software application and changing the new

database table rows temporarily inaccessible by the soft-
ware application to become accessible by the software
application; and

starting the software application to point to the copy of the

seed data that includes the new database table rows to
which the at least one patch has been applied.

2. The computer implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising at least one of adding a column to the data table,
changing a data type of a column in the data table, modifying
a schema of'the data table, or adding an edition identifier to at
least one column of the data table.

3. The computer implemented method of claim 2, starting
the software application comprising initializing a menu or
one or more forms for the software application with the copy
of the seed data to which the at least one patch has been
applied.
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4. The computer implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising applying the at least one patch to modify the copy
of the seed data in the data table while the software applica-
tion is not stopped.

5. The computer implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising using a cross-edition trigger agent to apply a
change to at least one row of the data table while the software
application is running.

6. The computer implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

identifying a loader module that is stored at least partially

in a non-transitory computer accessible storage
medium,;
identifying at least one semaphore for the loader module;
granting exclusive access to the new database table rows to
the loader module by using the at least one semaphore
during a time period when the copy of seed data is being
created and the at least one patch is being applied;

blocking access to at least the new database table rows in
the data table at least while the copy of seed data is being
created;
applying the at least one patch by using the loader module;
granting access to retrieve the seed data in the data table to
one or more loader modules by using an SQL clause
during the time period when the copy of seed data is
being created and the at least one patch is being applied;

granting access to retrieve the new database table rows in
the data table to one or more loader modules by using an
SQL clause during the time period when the copy of seed
data is being created and the at least one patch is being
applied;

taking one or more users offline at least by stopping the

software application;

returning the one or more users online after the software

application is started to point to the copy of the seed data;
identifying one or more changes made by the initial run
edition of the software application to the seed data;
detecting and propagating the one or more changes to the
new database table rows in the data table by using one or
more cross-edition trigger agents;
identifying an initial run edition of the software application
including a first versioned application schema, a first
versioned application code, and a first versioned meta-
data definitions;
identifying an application patch that corresponding to the
at least one patch including a second versioned applica-
tion schema, a second versioned application code, and a
second versioned metadata definitions; and

synchronizing an upgrade to both the software application
and the seed data at least by generating a patched edition
for the software application at least by applying the
application patch to the initial run edition of the software
application.

7. The computer implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising using a synonym in designating the new database
table rows temporarily inaccessible by the software applica-
tion to become accessible by the software application.

8. A computer system for online upgrading of a software
application in a database environment using a transparently-
patched seed data, the transparently-patched seed data
including initial data accessed by the software application
that is upgraded to correspond to an upgrade to the software
application, comprising:

a computer processor to execute a set of program code

instructions; and

a memory to hold the program code instructions, in which

the program code instructions comprises program code
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which, when executed by the computer processor,
causes the computer processor to:

create a seed data copy at least by copying, while the

software application is running, the seed data in database
table rows from a data table to new database table rows
in the data table that are temporarily inaccessible by the
software application;

apply at least one patch to modify the copy of the seed data

in the data;

stop the software application and change the new database

table rows temporarily inaccessible by the software
application to become accessible by the software appli-
cation; and

start the software application to point to the copy of the

seed data that includes the new database table rows to
which the at least one patch has been applied.

9. The computer system of claim 8, wherein the at least one
patch comprises at least one of, an addition of a column to the
data table, a change of data type of a column in the data table,
or a modification of a schema of the data table.

10. The computer system of claim 9, wherein the at least
one patch comprises adding an edition identifier to at least one
column of the data table.

11. The computer system of claim 8, further comprising
program code which when executed by the computer proces-
sor, causes the computer processor to apply the at least one
patch to modify the seed-data in the data table while the
software application is not stopped.

12. The computer system of claim 8, further comprising
program code which, when executed by the computer proces-
sor, causes the computer processor to use a cross-edition
trigger agent to apply a change to at least one row of the data
table while the software application is running.

13. The computer system of claim 8, further comprising
program code which, when executed by the computer proces-
sor, causes the computer processor to apply an application
code patch to a code base of the software application.

14. The computer system of claim 8, further comprising
program code which, when executed by the computer proces-
sor, causes the computer processor to use a synonym to
change the new database table rows temporarily inaccessible
by the software application to become accessible by the soft-
ware application.
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15. A computer program product embodied in a non-tran-
sitory computer readable medium, the computer readable
medium having stored thereon a sequence of instructions
which, when executed by a processor causes the processor to
execute a set of acts to implement online upgrading of a
software application in a database environment using trans-
parently-patched seed data including initial data accessed by
the software application that is upgraded to correspond to an
upgrade to the software application, the set of acts compris-
ing:

creating a copy of seed data by copying, while the software

application is running, the seed data in database table
rows from a data table to new database table rows in the
data table that are temporarily inaccessible by the soft-
ware application;

applying at least one patch to modify the copy of the seed

data in the data table;

stopping the software application and changing the new

database table rows temporarily inaccessible by the soft-
ware application to become accessible by the software
application; and

starting the software application to point to the copy of the

seed data that includes the new database table rows to
which the at least one patch has been applied.

16. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the at least one patch comprises at least one of, an addition of
a column to the data table, a change of data type of a column
in the data table, or a modification of a schema of the data
table.

17. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the at least one patch comprises adding an edition identifier to
at least one column of the data table.

18. The computer program product of claim 15, the set of
acts further comprising applying the at least one path to
modify the copy of the seed data in the data table while the
software application is not stopped.

19. The computer program product of claim 15, the set of
acts further comprising using a cross-edition trigger agent to
apply a change to at least one row of the data table while the
software application is running.

20. The computer program product of claim 15, the set of
acts further comprising applying an application code patch to
a code base of the software application.
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